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When Melvin was 15, his life changed dramatically. He entered foster
care. He was referred to United Methodist Family Services, and got
involved in the UMFS Project LIFE program. Project LIFE helps equip
teens in foster care with critical life skills so they can be successful
when they age out of foster care.
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“I’ve grown a lot. I learned that I have a voice.”
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Melvin was skeptical at first, but over time he became one of Project
LIFE’s most active members. He attended support groups, worked with
a volunteer mentor, and took on leadership positions and speaking
opportunities. The skills Melvin developed through Project LIFE helped
him achieve a major life goal: college. Today, Melvin is proud to be a
student at Old Dominion University. Thanks to your support, he’s on
the road to a brighter future.
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THE STARTLING STATS
IN VIRGINIA

5,300 children and teens
like Melvin are in foster care.
NATIONALLY

Only 50% of youth in
foster care complete
high school by age 18.
Less than 9% graduate
from college.

YOU CAN HELP

You can give youth in foster care
the same love and support
that helped Melvin shatter
these statistics.Your
financial gift to UMFS
supports children like
Melvin across Virginia.
Be a champion
for youth like Melvin.
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Your donation to United Methodist Family Services
helps children across Virginia by:
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• Supporting children in foster care.
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• Educating and nurturing high-risk youth.

• Educating and nurturing high-risk youth.

• Providing intensive therapeutic
treatment to help children struggling with mental health challenges.
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Your Gift is Needed
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Members of local churches are crucial partners in this
mission, providing critical donations, serving as
volunteers, and lifting us up in prayer. Because UMFS
does not receive any apportionment funds from the
Virginia Conference, your generosity is invaluable.
Your gift to UMFS helps children and families
in crisis, providing them with much-needed
resources and tools for success. Together we
can help break the cycle and create a brighter
future for children across Virginia.
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Join the Mission

“We are honored to give to UMFS
because of their redemptive work
in the lives of children and families
in need. They help kids realize their
intrinsic worth and potential and
exemplify God’s compassion and
heart in redeeming broken families.
It is our joy to participate in such a
beautiful mission of restoration.”
Brandon & Jane Linton

3900 West Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23230
development@umfs.org
804.254.9450
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