HELPFUL WEBSITE RESOURCES FOR FOSTER PARENTS


Formed Families Forward        http://formedfamiliesforward.org/
We are a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting foster, kinship, and adoptive families of children and youth with disabilities and other special needs. We serve families, educators and child welfare professionals in the Northern Virginia area.
Center for Parent information and Resources     www.peatc.org
The Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center builds positive futures for Virginia's children by working collaboratively with families, schools and communities in order to improve opportunities for excellence in education and success in school and community life. Our special focus is children with disabilities. We do this by providing: Services and support for families and professionals; Easy-to-understand, research-based information and training; and 
Opportunities for strategic partnerships and advocacy for systemic improvement.
New Found Families (originally called FACES of Virginia)    http://facesofvirginia.org/
FACES of Virginia Families provides educational, advocacy, and support services to families caring for children unable to live with their birth parents. We are a non-profit organization with advanced ruling 501 (c)(3) status and recognized as a corporation by the Virginia State Corporation Commission.  FACES provides free assistance and direction to anyone who calls, runs free weekend camps for adoptive families, educational webinars, training to foster parents--including matching them with a more experienced family to mentor them, advocacy, and more.
Parent Network and Resource Center- CA (This website is maintained for CA but has some GREAT educational and supportive reading/teaching resources. Within this site is a link to finding the Virginia Counterpart, but that website does not offer as much resources.)  http://matrixparents.org
Matrix Parent Network and Resource Center is a parent-founded, parent-operated nonprofit organization founded in 1983. Matrix provides both direct services to families and support services to other federally funded parent centers.
Pacer Center; Champions for children with Disabilities     http://www.pacer.org/
PACER Center is a parent training and information center for families of children and youth with all disabilities from birth to young adults. Located in Minneapolis, it serves families across the nation, as well as those in Minnesota. Parents can find publications, workshops, and other resources to help make decisions about education, vocational training, employment, and other services for their children with disabilities. PACER’s National Bullying Prevention Center provides resources designed to benefit all students, including those with disabilities.
Children’s Mental Health Resource Center   http://www.mentalhealth4kids.org/
The Children's Mental Health Resource Center opened in March 2011. The Center was founded by a coalition of organizations and individuals in the Greater Richmond community who came together with the goal of making it easier to navigate the complex system of mental health care for children. 
  
National Alliance on Mental Illness   www.nami.org
NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness, is the nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization dedicated to building better lives for the millions of Americans affected by mental illness.
What started as a small group of families gathered around a kitchen table in 1979 has blossomed into the nation's leading voice on mental health. Today, we are an association of hundreds of local affiliates, state organizations and volunteers who work in your community to raise awareness and provide support and education that was not previously available to those in need.
National Foster Parent Association http://nfpaonline.org/
The National Foster Parent Association is a non-profit, volunteer organization established in 1972 as a result of the concerns of several independent groups that felt the country needed a national organization to meet the needs of foster families in the United States. Today, NFPA has grown from an original group of 926 foster parents, 210 social workers and 59 other professionals to an organization that represents thousands of foster families nationwide through foster parent affiliates.
Virginia Department of Social Services https://www.dss.virginia.gov/
People helping people triumph over poverty, abuse and neglect to shape strong futures for themselves, their families and communities
The Virginia Department of Social Services (VDSS) is a state supervised and locally administered social services system. Providing oversight and guidance to 120 local offices across the state, VDSS delivers a wide variety of services and benefits to over 1.6 million Virginians each year. VDSS' programs are designed to help Virginia's most vulnerable citizens find permanent solutions to life's many challenges. The Department is responsible for administering a variety of programs, including Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid, Adoption, Child Care Assistance, Refugee Resettlement Services, and Child and Adult Protective Services.
https://www.dss.virginia.gov/family/fc/index.cgi-  (This site will take you directly to the FOSTER CARE SECTION of VDSS)

What works in Education http://www.edutopia.org/
A comprehensive website and online community that increases knowledge, sharing, and adoption of what works in K-12 education. We emphasize core strategies: project-based learning, comprehensive assessment, integrated studies, social and emotional learning, educational leadership and teacher development, and technology integration.
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