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Adoption: When someone other than your biological parents goes before the courts and tells a judge that they want you to be part of their family and take their last name.

Birth Parent: This is your biological parent, the person who gave birth to you.

CASA: Court Appointed Special Advocate. A CASA is someone who is assigned to you to help voice your best interest at Court hearings and reviews. Your CASA may also attend other meetings like FAPT and school meetings. 

Case Manager: This is your UMFS TFC Worker; he or she visits with you and your resource parents on a regular basis in order to monitor your progress. Your TFC Worker also keeps your DSS Worker updated on your progress.

Custody: The right of a child or youth’s care and control, carrying with it the duty of providing food, shelter, medical care, education and discipline.

DSS: Department of Social Services.

DSS Service Plan: A plan that DSS submits to the Court that explains who is responsible for what while you are in foster care.

FAPT: Family Assessment and Planning Team. This is a decision-making team that meets quarterly to discuss your placement, progress, and needs.

GAL: Guardian Ad Litem. This person provides you with legal representation in Court.

IEP: Individualized Educational Plan. This helps you get what you need in school to achieve academic goals.

Legal Guardian: This is usually the department of social services. DSS has been awarded custody of you by the courts. DSS is responsible that your basic needs are met. DSS acts as a representative in place of a parent.

Psychiatrist: This is a person that will monitor your medications.

Resource Parent: A foster and/or adoptive parent.

Respite: When you spend time in the care of another UMFS resource family. It could be for a few hours or overnight. You typically return to your resource home after respite care.

Therapist: Someone that can talk with you on a regular basis about life or problems that you are having. 

Treatment Foster Care (TFC): A program for youth to live in a home with a family. A case manager will visit to make sure all your needs are met by the resource parent and to help connect you to other services in the community.

Treatment Team: The treatment team consists of you, your DSS Worker; your UMFS case manager, your resource parent(s) and your biological parents if they are involved in your treatment goal. The purpose of the treatment team is to make sure your goals and needs are met.

UMFS: United Methodist Family Services.

